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A 2012-2013 FCC funded project, 
the Bosnian Speaker Series, was 
held on the Fontbonne campus 
April 12 and 13. Titled “Being  
Bosnian, Identities After the 
War,” the well-attended event 
featured speakers both with and 
without St. Louis connections. 
Originally configured for three 
speakers, the series grew to in-
clude seven. A supplemental 
grant of $2,500 was provided by 
the Missouri Humanities Council. 
One of the participants, Dr. Ami-
la Buturovic, arrived in St. Louis 
ahead of the event and attended 
and interacted with a class on 
campus. The next day she and 
two young  Bosnian women who 
volunteer with the project 
were on a local radio program 
which yielded more publicity 
for the event. This project was 
submitted by Dr. Ben Moore 
who began the Bosnia 
Memory Project with a FCC 
grant in 2008-2009 and illus-
trates a continuing, or “ripple” 
effect of the FCC in the com-
munity. Dr. Moore has ex-
pressed his gratitude to the 
FCC for their continued sup-
port. 
Emerging Griffins Leadership Program 
Faculty member, Janelle Densberger 
had only been with Fontbonne less 
than a year when she charged herself 
to redevelop the leadership program 
for the students.  After speaking with 
students and faculty she learned that 
students wanted a basic awareness of 
their leadership skills and becoming a 
leader. That’s where the FCC grant 
came in.  Janelle was a 2012-2013 FCC 
grant recipient for her Emerging 
Griffins Leadership Program.  Receiving 
the grant allowed Janelle to launch a 
pilot leadership program for 10 – 15 
students that focused on learning 
about their natural leadership abili-
ties and what they can do with those 
abilities going forward in their ca-
reers.  The FCC grant helped to pur-
chase leadership assessments for 
each of the students and also funded 
an overnight leadership retreat.  The 
initial program was a success, and has 
launched into a larger leadership pro-
gram called Quest which will start this 
fall for all incoming freshman.  Janelle 
stated that this would not have been 
possible without the FCC grant and 
that she appreciates everything that 
the FCC does for Fontbonne.   
Wheels for Ceramic Studio 
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“Wheels for Ceramic Studio” led by Faculty member, 
Catherine Talasek, was a 2012-2103 FCC Grant Recipi-
ent.  The Wheels project received a $7,000 FCC grant.  
In speaking with Catherine she was excited to report 
how the grant has benefited the undergraduate and 
graduate Ceramics students.  Since receiving the 
grant, five work spaces have been set up for students 
which are accessible at all times.  The students really 
enjoy having this regular studio space whereas before 
they had to share space.  Also, since receiving the 
grant, they had two wheels fail, so the grant allowed 
them to keep going and replace the two wheels they 
lost.  Overall, Catherine stated that by receiving the 
FCC grant, the students really feel that the FCC cares 
about the art programs and the work that the art stu-
dents contribute to Fontbonne.  They appreciate the 
FCC and send a big THANK YOU to all the FCC mem-
bers.   
One of the grants awarded for the 2012-2013 fiscal year was for Op-
eration Early Literacy Outreach (grant award, $7,500).  
Katina Hebert, a student at Fontbonne, applied for the grant and said 
the reason this program came about was because of the huge need 
for programs that help with literacy from an early age. She said she 
had helped with the Ready Readers organization and was inspired by 
the difference literacy made for the children she taught.  
She said she heard about the FCC grant program and began research-
ing the literacy needs. 
The program she created, with FCC funds, worked with Fontbonne students she terms as ‘pre-service teach-
ers.’ These students/teachers distributed seven new books to each preschool child in the program , they read 
to the children, and provided other stimulating reading-related activities.  
The goal of this program was to provide Fontbonne students with some life experience and helpful teaching 
experience and provide urban children the chance to be involved in a good literacy environment. The staff of 
the Ready Readers provided the Fontbonne students/teachers with an orientation session, training for the ac-
tual project and placement in a school. 15-18 children benefited from this program per semester.  
Operation Early Literacy 
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Annual Meeting and Awards Announcements 
The 6th annual Fontbonne Community Connection 
Awards meeting was held July 11 at Fontbonne in the 
Dunham Student Activity Center.  Approximately 30 
members attended.  
The event started at 9 AM with socializing, coffee, juice, 
and an array of yummy breakfast items made by mem-
bers of the FCC.  
DeDe Caspari gave a very touching and heartfelt tribute 
to Kathy Coco, a charter member of the FCC who passed 
away this past year. 
Joan continued to give the ‘year in review’ and then fol-
lowed up by having Barb Atteln announce the new offic-
ers for the next year and also the committee chairs. Joan 
thanked all the current officers and committee chairs for 
their outstanding work. Monica Golden spoke to the 
attendees and thanked everyone for allowing her to be a 
part of the group. Dr. Golden will be retiring in June 
2014, so this was Monica’s last annual meeting.  
Kathy Von Minden unveiled the exciting news 
of the 2013 grant recipients by having the win-
ners listed individually in envelopes taped to 
the bottom of the attendees’ chairs! 15 mem-
bers stood and read the contents of their en-
velopes, giving everyone an update of the 
award amount, person that submitted the 
grant and a description of the grant. There 
were two awards the FCC did not fund. Out of 
a possible $87,000+ request, the FCC granted 
$84,104 total.  
A ‘champagne’ toast was made to the group 
as well as the grant winners listed, and Joan 
asked for reflections from the group. 
Many in the group spoke and several people 
commented on how much they enjoyed be-
ing in the FCC and how much had been done 
over the past six years. Carol Spehr, one of 
the original five alumni that helped start the 
FCC, commented on how far the group had 
come and that the funding has reached al-
most a half million dollars! Comments were 
made about how far-reaching some of the 
funding has gone such as the Bosnia Project/
Ben Moore being named “What’s Right with 
the Region?” and Deanna Jent’s “Falling” 
making it to Broadway.  
 
FCC Annual Planning Meeting will be held on Wednesday, August 14, 2013.   
Come help us plan for another wonderful year! 
Schedule for the Day: 
 8:30 - 9:00 a.m.     Social Time - Fontbonne University Main Campus—Library—Stroble Room 
 9:00 - 10:00 a.m.     Group Planning Meeting 
 10:00- 11:00a.m.      Committee Breakout Sessions 
 12:00 - 1:00 p.m.     Box Lunch ($10.00 for box lunch, lunch selections were included in original invite) 
Parking: A parking pass is required that day and should have been sent with your invitation.   
Please RSVP to Lauren Sauer by Friday, August 9 and let her know whether you plan to attend and your lunch selection. 
Contact her at 314-889-1489 or lsauer@fontbonne.edu. 
 
 I try to write parts                
for women                             
that are as complicated                                                           
and interesting                          
as women actually are. 




Dear Fellow FCC Member, 
I really enjoyed the announcement of grant awards at our Annual Meeting on July 11. Ex-
citement was enhanced when we found that “the envelopes, please” (taped under our 
chairs) held descriptions of the winning proposals and recipients' names. Hearing different 
members announce individual winners seemed to exemplify the communal effort that 
characterizes our FCC style. I’m so inspired by what I’ve witnessed our amazing group of 
women accomplish by working together. In so many ways, the FCC makes a very real differ-
ence in the Fontbonne community, as well as in the wider community beyond -- and the 
sky’s the limit in the coming year! I encourage as many FCC members as possible to attend 
the planning meeting on August 14. We really do count on everyone’s best ideas and input, as we make specific 
plans that will encourage terrific grant proposals and attract new members, in hopes that no worthy proposal is 
left unfunded. Active participation keeps us growing stronger every year and is not only personally enriching 
and satisfying but also a whole lot of fun!  
      Joan 
Joan Falk, Chair, Fontbonne Community Connection 
Did you know? 
 We funded 15 Grant Proposals this year, totaling 
$84,104 
 80 projects funded by the FCC totaling $423,023 
 There are currently 73 FCC members. 
 You are always welcome to attend the FCC Execu-
tive Advisory Council Meetings. These are generally 
held on the second Thursday of the month. 
 The 2013-2014 academic school year will begin on 
Monday, August 19th. 
 Dr. Deanna Jent’s production of “Falling” will return 
to Mustard Seed Theatre in the Spring of 2014. 
 Dr. Dennis C. Golden will be retiring at the end of 
the 2013-2014 academic school year.  He has been 
the President of Fontbonne University for 19 years. 
 
Remarks from the Chair 
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